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R. K. Walker (RK) worked as Insulation Manager for a firm in Mansfield and 
employed Gordon Riley and Jock Mcfadyen as sub contractors on a job at Wingerworth near Chesterfield. 
During the course of this contract, they asked RK if he would like to join them at Rilmac. He agreed and 
had to sell his car to raise the £700 they wanted for his third of the shares. They had not been putting any 
money away for tax, so for a few weeks after he joined they started deducting tax from the wages, 
Mcfadyen did not like this and left. Gordon Riley and RK shared his wage 
between them. At that time in 1957, they were operating out of Craven Street. In 
1965, RK bought out Gordon Riley for £5,000. 
The premises in Craven Street were now getting too small and in 1967, it was 
decided to move the sheet metal side of the business to larger premises. Two 
properties were looked at, the old cinema on Burton Road (Radio Lincolnshire 

Office) and the old “Boot and Shoe” factory, next to the 
Morning Start public house, (quick pint for lunch). The 
property next to the Morning Star was chosen and they soon 
moved in, retaining the property in Craven Street.  

Harry Walker (no relation) was the manager of both factories at the 
time and Gordon Radford the Foreman at the “Boot and Shoe” 
Factory. 
Before long the premises in both Craven Street and Greetwell Gate 
were no longer big enough to deal with the extra workload which both 
Rilmac Insulation and Rilmac Fabrication had to deal with. 
Due to lack of room for further expansion at either premises it was 
decided to build a purpose built factory some 7,200 sq feet of 

workshop space and 1,400 sq feet of office space. 
The Allenby Industrial Estate off Monks Road was being 
developed and Rilmac put in a bid to build a factory on the 
site. Building started around the early part of 1970 and by 
July 1970 the building was complete and an official opening 
was held on 30th. September 1970. Rilmac were one of the 
first companies to build on the Allenby Road 
Industrial Estate. 
Modern machinery was installed including a 56 ton 
break press and an 8 foot guillotine. The single story 
building was designed for further extensions  should 
the need arise. The workforce was almost doubled 
with the extra work that had been taken on. 

In 1972 Rilmac took over 
Strongarc Welding Company and 
Welding Fabrications of Sudbrooke, it was this take over that encouraged Rilmac to 

expand and build an extension to the original bay measuring 120 ft by 60 ft. 
Rilmac was growing each year to cope with the expanding workload of the 
company, with contracts all over the UK, as far as the Shetland Islands, 
Whitley Bay and even manufacturing products to be shipped to Africa.  
Rilmac always had a squad of Insulation Engineers based at Scunthorpe 
predominantly carrying out maintenance work. They worked form a group of 
huts (Workshop / Stores / Foreman’s cabin) sited on the Normanby Park Steel 
Works. 
 

 

Begins 
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Continued. 

In Spring 1977 Rilmac rented a “new office”, workshop and stores unit, totalling approx 2,000 sq ft, it was 
created from a warehouse in Midland Road, Scunthorpe, (originally built to store potatoes!) 
Paul Walker joined Rilmac Insulation Ltd in Lincoln in July 1975, 
even though he regularly worked for Rilmac as far back as Easter 1968 
as a labourer, tea maker, gopher, office junior etc. during his school 
and college holidays. His first job that Easter was with the Lagging 
Foreman Henry Rylatt, who had a reputation as a tough taskmaster and 
a ‘Mad Driver’ (He had written off at least 3 vans!). At the end of that 
first day Paul could attest to both claims – as he had to work straight 
through his lunch break, then hit his head on the roof of the ‘Commer’ 
van Henry was driving, as they ‘took off’ at 60 mph over a hump 
backed bridge! 
Despite the ‘initiation’ Paul grew to appreciate Henry as ‘firm but 

fair’. He was a Rilmac man through 
and through and many of our older 
employees will remember him as a character. 
From July 1975, Paul was employed at Lincoln, learning the various 
‘office based skills’; he then went to Scunthorpe in Spring 1977 as Office 

Manager. The Scunthorpe office became busier, more 
work was won and Steve Finn went out to assist 
between 1979 and 1980. Unfortunately this was short 
lived and in early 
1981, British Steel 
made approximately 

10,000 workers redundant in Scunthorpe alone. This had a catastrophic 
effect on local business and work dried up. 
Insulation decided to relocate the Midland Road office to 
smaller rented premises (1,000 sq ft) consisting of workshop 
and stores at Dawes Lane, Scunthorpe. 
By 1987 when business improved again, Rilmac purchased 
larger premises over the road on High Street East. It was 
originally an old electrical supplies depot, which had to be 
converted for the equipment 
and use as a workshop. It 
wasn’t perfect as it was on 3 
floors and eventually 
Rilmac moved to the ground 
floor premises in Brigg 
Road, which was much 
more suitable for the 
business needs in 1998, 
R i l m a c  S c a f f o l d i n g 
Scunthorpe now occupy 
these premises. 
In 2002 Rilmac Fabrication 
Heavy Division moved from 
Crofton Drive to Beevor 
Street, off Tritton Road, in 
Lincoln, and still operates 
from these premises of 
around 1800 sq metre today.          
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Rilmac Sheet metal first began its humble operations at Craven Street back in 1968.  Set-up by 
Figurehead Roger Walker, who is still actively involved today, and Harry Walker, it consisted of a 
small but dedicated team of six; Gordon Radford, Jim Morris, Derek Turner, Peter Embling, 
Arthur Hourton and our very own Mick Quincey.  Operating within the high precision sheet metal 
side of the light fabrication industry; its very first order was from the now defunct ‘Clayton 
Dewanderers’. 
 
As the company grew in success and began to make a name for itself, it became obvious that 
new premises were the order of the day and in 1970 Rilmac was moved to Greetwell Gate, and 
twelve months later on the 28th September 1971, to its present day headquarters at Crofton Drive 
which was further expanded a year later. 
 Dealing with customers such as the G.P.O, Hunting Technologies and Fiat Alice; Rilmac 
produced Sheet Metal Fabrications such as tanks and motorized louvres; it also designed and 
installed Ventilation/Extracting Ducting for various industrial applications. 
 
With the innovation of ‘Spiral Ducting’ during the 1970’s, the once highly skilled fabrication of 
‘Ducting’ was left wide open to unskilled fabrication companies and the market place became 
extremely competitive.  Ultimately this led to Rilmac Fabrication, as the company became known 
in 1994, to diversify into the heavier side of the fabrication industry, taking on more structural 
fabrications such as ‘under bases’.  Many structural steel fabrications tend to be of a low profit 
margin/low turnover nature; consequently we have endeavoured to be selective in the heavy 
fabrication work we have undertaken, concentrating on the move lucrative specialised steel 
fabrication side. 
 
In 2001, Rilmac Fabrication transferred the heavy side of its 
fabrication operations down to Beevor Street in Lincoln, leaving the 
light fabrication side up at Crofton Drive, this enabled Rilmac to, not 
only enlarge its production capacity, but also to increase its customer 
base to encompass new customers such as King Trailers, Peter 
Brotherhood, Wykes and Thermax, but to name a few. 
 
So what does the future hold for Rilmac Fabrication; the 
industry is certainly becoming more technology driven, cut-
throat and competitive by nature, with an increased threat 
of competition emerging from Eastern Europe, India, 
Mexico and China.  In order to move forward to the future, 
expanding our market share whilst maintaining our current 
position as a supplier of high quality, competitively priced 
fabrications, it will become necessary to diversify into the 
more lucrative specialised fabrication areas with 
specialised materials.  We intend to accomplish this by 
expanding into, for example, the highly specialised area of 
Heat Recovery Systems and their associated pipe work, with the emphasis being on fabrications 
produced in more specialised materials. 
 
The current order book looks extremely healthy, and we are look forward to the inevitable 
challenges and changes of the next fifty years with immense optimism and enthusiasm. 
 

Terry Cutter ~ General Manager, Rilmac Fabrication  

Rilmac Fabrication ~ Specialising to Achieve    
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Rilmac acquired a scaffolding division when, in 1990, they purchased a small scaffold company 
from a local house builder that had gone into receivership. The idea came from a realisation that 
the other Group companies used scaffold services, so why not have one in-house. Back then 
Scaffolding employed 6 men with one lorry and a transit.  Their Offices were a 16ft portacabin 
sited in one of the parking bays.  They had no yard as such – just a small area of ground on what 
is now the Offices used by Fire Protection. After a shaky start the Scaffold Division began to 
grow, gaining an excellent reputation for quality service and workmanship. Soon they acquired 
their own yard – in the area that is now the second car park, and the cabin was moved. Next the 
Main Office was extended to provide Scaffolding with their own proper offices.  This extension 
also provided the new Meeting Room and Paul Walker’s Office. In 1998 the Company expanded 
into a new location at Scunthorpe to service the industrial scaffold market on the Humber Bank. 
 
More recently, in 2006, having outgrown its Yard and Offices, 
the Lincoln Branch moved to new premises on Greetwell 
Road in Lincoln which, following extensive improvement and 
remodelling will allow them to grow. 
 
From an initial team of 9 Scaffolding now employ over 120 
people and has become one of the leading scaffold 
contractors in the East Midlands. 
 
Steve Bloom ~ Director 

Rilmac Scaffolding ~ Reaches New Heights  

 

The Fire Protection Division of Rilmac started out as Modern Fireproofing Limited in 1994.  It was 
one of several incubator companies supported by Lindum Group who also held a 25% share and 
provided management and administration services.  The Company quickly became successful 
specialising in intumescent coatings, fire stopping and fire barriers throughout the UK. 
 
In 1998 Rilmac believing there was a synergy with other trading group 
companies bought Modern Fireproofing. The Company then became known 
as Modern Fire Protection Limited then in 2001 Modern Fire Protection 
bought Fordayne Fire Protection to further strengthen its boarding capabilities 
and expand its client base, the Company became known as Modern 
Fordayne Fire Protection. Finally in 2005 it was agreed we had all had 
enough of changing the name so frequently and decided to implement the last 
name change….. Rilmac Fire Protection Limited! 
 
The Company has developed its expertise to include the dry lining, partitioning 
and ceiling marketplace. Work is carried out nationally for a varied client base 
incorporating new build, refurbishment and residential projects. 

Rilmac Fire Protection ~ Responding to Change    
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Rilmac Holdings Ltd was created in 1971. At this time the Company consisted of Rilmac Ltd, now 
Rilmac Insulation Ltd and Rilmac Sheet Metal Ltd, now Rilmac Fabrication Ltd. 
 
The main function and duties of the staff of Rilmac Holdings Ltd is to service the requirements of 
the five Rilmac trading companies, which is now complimented by Rilmac Scaffolding Ltd, Rilmac 
Scaffolding Scunthorpe Ltd and Rilmac Fire Protection Ltd with administration including payroll, 
sales and purchase ledger and reception support, health and safety, computer infrastructure, 
insurance, property estates management, telephonic communication and current legislation. 

 
Rilmac Holdings Ltd currently employs fourteen staff out of a total of two 
hundred and twenty in the entire Group. The Group turnover has risen 
from £4 Million in 1998 to in excess of £14 million in 2006. 
 
The Group plans further growth and is continually looking for new market 
opportunities in both existing and new areas that would compliment the 
existing services provided.   
 
Steve Baxter ~ Financial Director 
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Rilmac Insulation Limited is the founding 
member of the Rilmac Group. Originally called 
Rilmac Limited, it changed its name when 
other companies were formed to better 
promote the skills and services provided. It is 
fair to say that the Rilmac Group would not 
exist as it is today without the solid foundations 
formed by the Insulation company and its staff. 
Then, in the mid 1980s, the Asbestos Removal 
division of the company was formed. This was 
a natural progression, as insulation in the form 
of asbestos had been installed, and new 
legislation stated that unsafe asbestos had to 
be removed in accordance with health and 
safety guidelines before any new insulation 
could be re-fitted. 
Around the turn of the century, Asbestos 
Surveying became a viable venture as this 
sector was very much in demand. Initially, this 
traded as EAS and was then fully incorporated 
within the Rilmac Insulation Limited company. 
At this moment, Rilmac Insulation Limited 
employs 16 office staff (including surveyors), 
36 operatives and runs a fleet of 24 vehicles. 
In addition to this, various sub-contractors are 
employed on a to supplement any additional 
labour requirements. The split between 
insulation and asbestos removal is 
approximately 50/50. 

Rilmac Insulation ~ The Story So Far…. 
 

The future is bright. New clients are continually 
being added to the company’s portfolio. The 
aim is to expand within all three divisions whilst 
retaining flexibility to meet the market trends. 
Therefore, if one part of the business goes 
quiet, another can take up the slack. The 
range of skills within the company means that 
additional avenues can also be explored. 
Watch this space………………. 
 

Steve Finn 
Director 
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Rilmac Holdings ~ Providing the Service  
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The final match in the Rilmac League series was fished on the Fossdyke on 
Sunday, upstream of the Till and upstream of the Bridge Inn. 
Extra water coloured up the Saxilby section and it did not fish half so well as the Till section. Newcomers 
to the league Mossborough returned a powerful performance to win the last match, with 11 points to spare 
over the runners-up and they duly clinched the league title. In the individual event, Dave Ashmore (Whisby 
AS) drew the coveted end peg, 54, on the Till stretch and he had one small skimmer and the rest roach in 
his winning catch of 8lb 9 oz, which was taken on bloodworm. Lincoln Whisby team captain Dave Small 
completed a satisfactory weekend when he was drawn on peg 41, upstream of the Till. 
Small had about 180 small roach on bloodworm plus a couple of “bonus” perch of about 2 lbs each. This 
placed him second with a weight of 8lb 2 oz. Roger Wakenshaw (Fox Elite) made good use of an upstream 
end peg, 31, above the Bridge Inn when he weighed 6lb 14oz for third place. In fourth place was Dave 
Hooper (Mossborough) with 6lb 7oz taken from peg 52. 
The final league table reads as follows: 
1st   -  Mossborough  10 points 
2nd  -  Sensas Lincs County 15 points 
3rd  -  Lincoln Whisby  17 points 
4th  -  Fox Elite  20 points 
5th  -  Whisby AS   26 points 
There was keen competition for overall individual 
aggregate title, with three anglers - Roger Wakenshaw, 
Dave Small and Dave Hooper - all on 27 points. 
On count back, however, Hooper had three section wins 
and was third, while Small and Wakenshaw each had 
four section wins. 
But Wakenshaw had the weight advantage and won, leaving Small to take  the runners-up spot.  
 
After the match, Terry Cutter, General Manager of Rilmac Fabrication Ltd. - sponsors of the league 
- congratulated all of the winners and presented the prizes. 

RILMAC LEAGUE  
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Rilmac Fabrication 
produced this Oxidiser 
at their Crofton Drive 
precision engineering 

plant. 
It’s the biggest structure 

ever built by the 
company. 
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Left:  
Rilmac Fabrication 
Inspection Support 
Unit. 
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Congratulations to Rob & Donna 
On the birth of their first child. 
Baby boy Kian was born on the 8th of March 
2007  
Rob Marris is employed by Rilmac Fabrication 
Heavy Division.  
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Above left to right:  
Eric Bristow, Dennis Taylor, Nigel Macknight, Anna Hemmings, Alan Ball & Gwyndaf Evans  

Nigel Macknight  
& Quicksilver 

Steve Bloom & Dennis Taylor 

The Rilmac Group   
Sponsors of the 
Quicksilver World Water 
Speed Record Challenge      

Quicksilver’s sole purpose in life is to regain the  world water speed record back from 
Australia, the current record stands at 317.60 mph achieved by Ken Warby in Spirit of 
Australia on the 8 th of October 1978 at Blowering Dam Reservoir, New So uth Wales, 
Australia. 
The British craft is powered by a single Rolls-Royc e Spey Mk. 101 turbofan engine 
which delivers 11,030 pounds (5,008 kilograms) of t hrust.  
In common with all very-high-speed waterborne craft , Quicksilver  will skim over the 
water rather than plough through it. Achieving a ra pid transition from the 
"displacement condition" (in the water) to the "pla ning condition" (on the water) has 

been a critical design challenge, because 
Coniston Water, where the challenge will 
take place has a usable length of five 
miles which offers a sufficient, but not 
generous, course distance.  

Quicksilver’s Vital Statistics: 
 

· Weight  ~ 3.5 tonnes  
· Length ~ 12.87 metres  
· Width   ~3.33 metres  
· Height  ~ 2.9 metres  
· Top Speed ~ ? 

 

A sponsors celebrity dinner was held at 
Nottingham University last November to raise 
funds for the challenge, the evening featured 
starts from the world of sport, a charity 
auction and a update on the project.      
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In November 2006 it was 
“Wear it Pink” Day, where 
staff wore items of pink 
clothing and made a 
donation to Breast Cancer 
Research. A total of 
£37.27 was raised and the 
picture shows Ryan 
Hubbard, Sam Scoffield 
and Katie Wright from the 
asbestos surveying team 
looking “pretty in pink”! 

Congratulations! 
To Rilmac Fabrication Director Mick 
Quincey on the birth of his first 
grandchild 

 

Mick became a 
granddad to a new 
baby boy ~ Owen 
Smith who was 
born on the 21st. 
October 2006 and 
weighed in at 6lb 
2oz.  

Owen Smith 
Goodbye Linda…. 
In November 2006 Linda Hamilton left 
Rilmac Holdings. Linda had been with 
the company since 1998, starting off in 
Credit Control and then as P.A. to Paul 
Walker. Linda, along with her husband 
Brian, is going to be a “purveyor of fine 
foods and wines” as they are opening a 
general store at the prestigious Burton 
Waters. 
We will all 
miss Linda’s 
l i v e l y 
personal i t y 
( a n d 
g o r g e o u s 
home made 
cakes) but 
we wish her 
and Brian all 
the best in 
their new 
venture. 

Building on Success 
Rilmac Scaffolding Scunthorpe  

 

Rilmac Scaffolding are pleased to announce that Phil 
Larvin, supervisor at Scunthorpe depot, has been 
promoted to the position of Contracts Manager with 
effect from December 2006. 
Phil has a wealth of experience within the scaffolding 
industry and will play a key role in the future 
development and direction of the depot. 
 
I am sure you will all join in wishing him all the best for 
the future. 
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Above: Linda Hamilton is 
wished “All the best” by 
Group MD Paul Walker. 

 

�	������������
���

Editor: Dave Stephenson 
E-mail:  
dstephenson@rilmac.co.uk 
Mobile: 07793 442323  
Rilmac Group of Companies  
Crofton Drive 
Allenby Road Industrial Estate 
Lincoln LN3 4NJ 
Tel:  01522 531711 
Fax: 01522 510291 
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We are pleased to 
welcome Chris Baxter, 
who has taken over 
from Linda Hamilton as 
PA /Administrator. 
Chris started in 
November 2006 and is 
m a r r i ed  t o  o u r 
Financial Director 
Steve Baxter.  �
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Hedgehog finds new home! 
 

Mick Quincey found the hedgehog in 
the road and took him home because 
he couldn’t walk properly. He then 
brought some hedgehog food and 
vitamins to build him up and has also 
had a house made for him to live in 
when he is strong enough to go 
outside. 

Rilmac Group Health & Safety Manager 
Trudie Robson has announced her 
engagement to Steven Molyneux.  
The couple have not fixed a date yet, so 
watch this space! 

Congratulations  Trudie & Steven��������



Rilmac Insulation have just installed an Arrow high speed CNC 
plasma cutting system in it’s Lincoln production facility.  
 

The machine combines the latest CNC plasma 
cutting technology in a compact package.  
Designed for high speed plasma cutting the 
machine is perfectly suited to light sheet metalwork 
applications including cladding for both pipe  and 
ductwork insulation. The machine will also allow 
cutting of more complicated patterns all at high 
speed.             

�����������

The Arrow  
High Speed CNC 
Plasma Cutting System 

 

The prestigious Lincoln 10k 
RoadRace will return to the 
City on Sunday 25 th. March 
2007. The 2006 race was 
once again a huge success 
and attracted nearly 4,000 
runners both professional and 
non-professional, as well as 
the big crowds cheering on 
the runners. The event 
organised by the City of 
Lincoln Council Sport Development Team, is a very 
popular race for athletes of all abilities, attracting 
several hundred competitors from the Lincoln 
region and nationally. The race takes in much of 
the historic part of Lincoln including the Cathedral 
and concludes within the grounds of Lincoln Castle. 
Every runner receives a unique medal and there 
are numerous excellent prizes for a variety of 
different age category winners. 

 
Above &left: 
 

Rilmac from 
start to finish. 
 
Pictures taken 
at last years 
Lincoln 10K 
Roadrace. 

The 2007 Lincoln 10K Roadrace 

HOW RILMAC GOT IT’S NAME 
 

Have you ever wondered where the name Rilmac came from? 
 
Well it all began back in 1957 when two gentlemen by the names of 
Gordon Riley and Jock Mcfadyen decided to start up an insulation sub-
contracting company. In the best of tradition they created the new 
company’s name by taking a part of each of their own names – hence 
Riley and Mcfadyen became (with some poetic licence)  RILMAC! 
 

The early days were not easy and the first company van was a 5 cwt Ford Thames Trader with 250,000 
miles on the clock. This was later upgraded to an ex Army pickup, although it was not very economical 
and ran at only 5 miles to the gallon! 
 

Mick Quincey can remember the holes in the floors and when the driver used to get back from Essendines 
his feet used to be soaking if it had been raining. On cold frosty mornings they would have to push it up 
Henley Street as the battery was past its best.   
 

Reprint from Rilmac Review August 2002       
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1. In July 2005, where in Scotland did the 31st G8 summit take place? 

2. Which actress won Best Actress Award at the Oscars in February 2005? 

3. Why did the organizers of the 2005 Grand National delay the start of the race by 25 minutes? 

4. In July, what became the fastest selling book in history, selling almost 7 million copies in the USA 

within 24 hours? 

5. Which model narrowly missed out on a vote to represent the UK in the Eurovision Song Contest? 

6. In May, the Sun caused a stir after publishing a photo of which 68 year old in his underwear? 

7. In January’s Celebrity Big Brother, who became the oldest contestant to have appeared in any UK 

Big Brother show? 

8. In which country did the first of the series of Live8 concerts begin? 

9. Which footballer broke David James’ record of playing 159 consecutive Premiership league 

matches? 

10. Which 4 cities did London beat to win the right to hold the Olympic Games in 2012? 

 

 

11. In February, the largest cash robbery ever in Britain took place. What was the name of the Swedish 

Company whose depot was robbed? 

12. Who became the 1st act to enter the top 10 singles chart on downloads only? 

13. Who painted “Giudecca, La Donna Della Salute & San Giorgio” which sold for over £12 million in 

April? 

14. Which TV show featured the actor & actress who won the Most Popular Actors awards at the 

National TV awards? 

15. In May, who failed an attempt the break the world record by holding his breath underwater? 

16. Which couple released a charity album called “A Whole New World”? 

17. At which sport did Daniel Anderson win coach of the year at 2006 Sports Personality of the Year? 

18. Former KGB officer Alexander Litvinenko was poisoned by which chemical element? 

19. Which woman gave birth to a girl named Suri on April 18th? 

20. Which 3 England footballers missed their penalties in the shoot out with Portugal in the World Cup? 
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